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AP-NORC poll: Many in U.S. doubt their 
own impact on climate 


Climate scientists Kim Cobb, poses for a portrait at the Georgia Institute of Technology on Thurs- 
day, April 14, 2022, in Atlanta. 
Associated Press 


By 
HANNAH 
FINGERHUT 
and NUHA DOLBY 
WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 
Americans are less con- 
cerned now about how 
climate change might im- 
pact them personally — 
and about how their per- 
sonal choices affect the 


climate — than they were 
three years ago, a new 
poll shows, even as a wide 
majority still believe climate 
change is happening. 
The June Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Af- 
fairs Research poll, which 
was 
conducted 
before 


Congress passed the In- 
flation Reduction Act on 
Friday, shows majorities of 
U.S. adults think the gov- 
ernment and corporations 
have a significant respon- 
sibility to address climate 
change. 
Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 
The new law will invest 
nearly $375 billion in cli- 
mate strategies over the 
next decade. 
Overall, 35% of U.S. adults 
say they are "extremely" or 
"very" concerned about 
the 
impact 
of 
climate 
change on them person- 
ally, down from 44% in Au- 
gust 2019. Another third say 
they are somewhat con- 
cerned. Only about half 
say their actions have an 
effect on climate change, 
compared with two-thirds 
in 2019. 
Black and Hispanic Ameri- 
cans, women and Demo- 
crats are especially likely 
to be strongly concerned 
about the impact of cli- 
mate change on them 
personally and about how 
their personal choices af- 
fect the climate. 
Many 
climate 
scientists 
told The Associated Press 
that the shifts are concern- 
ing but not surprising given 
that individuals are feeling 
overwhelmed by a range 
of issues, now including an 
economy plagued by in- 
flation after more than two 
years of a pandemic. In ad- 
dition to being outpaced 
by other issues, climate 
change or the environment 
are mentioned as priorities 
by fewer Americans now 
than just a few years ago, 
according to the poll. 
Diane Panicucci in West 
Warwick, 
Rhode 
Island, 
believes climate change 
is happening and that it 
needs to be addressed. 
But for her, it's a lower prior- 
ity compared with other is- 
sues, including inflation and 
food and drug costs. 
"There's so much unrest in 
this country right now," the 
62-year-old said. "People 
are suffering." 
Panicucci 
added 
solar 
panels to her house, and 


she's cut back on driv- 
ing. She thinks individuals 
should do what they're told 
will help, but "it doesn't start 
with little ol' me. It has to be 
larger scale," she said. 
While the climate crisis will 
require an "all of the above 
approach," it's "reasonable" 
that individuals don't feel 
they have the bandwidth 
to tackle climate action 
"on top of everything else," 
said Kim Cobb, director of 
the Institute at Brown Uni- 
versity for Environment and 
Society. 
Roughly two-thirds of Amer- 
icans say the U.S. federal 
government, 
developed 
countries abroad and cor- 
porations 
and 
industries 
have a large responsibility 
to address climate change. 
Fewer — 45% — say that of 
individual people. 
Jack Hermanson, a 23-year- 
old software engineer, feels 
strongly that corporations 
are the "major culprits" of 
emissions and that the gov- 


ernment is complicit in that 
behavior. 
"I don't know if that makes 
sense to say that individuals 
should have to work and fix 
the climate," the Denver 
resident said. "I would say 
my individual actions hard- 
ly mean anything at all." 
U.S. household greenhouse 
gas emissions are not as 
much as those from cars, 
trucks and other transporta- 
tion, electrical power gen- 
erating and industry. A 2020 
University of Michigan study 
of 93 million U.S. homes 
estimates that 20% of U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions 
comes from home energy 
use, with wealthier Ameri- 
cans' per capita footprints 
about 25% higher than low- 
income residents. 
But like many others that 
spoke to the AP, that differ- 
ence hasn't stopped Her- 
manson from trying. He's 
been a vegetarian for four 
years, and he tries to bike 
or take public transporta- 


tion, buy products with less 
packaging and recycle. 
Among 
Americans 
who 
believe in climate change, 
70% say it will be neces- 
sary for individuals to make 
major lifestyle changes to 
combat the issue. Most 
think individuals have at 
least some responsibility. 
Individuals 
can 
believe 
they personally don't have 
a direct impact while also 
recognizing that collective 
action is essential to com- 
batting climate change, 
said Shahzeen Attari, who 
studies 
human 
behavior 
and climate change at In- 
diana University. 
The poll shows about 6 in 10 
Americans say they have 
reduced their driving, re- 
duced their use of heat 
or air conditioning and 
bought used products in- 
stead of new ones. Nearly 
three-quarters are using en- 
ergy efficient appliances. 
Among those who are tak- 
ing those steps, most say 


the main reason is to save 
money, rather than to help 
the environment. 
Fewer — roughly a quarter 
— say they use an electric- 
ity supplier that gets power 
from renewable sources, 
and only about 1 in 10 live 
in a home with solar panels 
or drive a hybrid or electric 
car. 
Brad Machincia, a 38-year- 
old welder, said he wouldn't 
switch from his gas car to an 
electric vehicle. While he 
said he grew up in a West 
Virginia 
household 
that 
used 
renewable 
energy 
sources, he hasn't adopted 
those practices for his fami- 
ly in Christiansburg, Virginia. 
Climate change used to 
be a concern for him, but 
at this point, he feels like it's 
"beating a dead horse." 
"There's nothing we can do 
to fix it," he said. 
Individuals should feel em- 
powered to make climate- 
driven decisions that not 
only help reduce emissions 
but also improve their lives, 
said Jonathan Foley, ex- 
ecutive director at climate 
nonprofit 
Project 
Draw- 
down. Foley thinks the find- 
ings show that efforts to en- 
gage Americans need to 
shift away from doomsday 
scenarios, include diverse 
messengers and focus on 
the ways climate solutions 
can intersect with Ameri- 
cans' other priorities. 
Julio Carmona, a 37-year- 
old financial clerk, said he 
recently 
transitioned 
his 
home in Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, to solar energy 
because the switch will 
help reduce his carbon 
footprint and his expenses, 
even if modestly. 
"I thought that it was just 
something smart for us to 
do long term," he said. "I just 
kind of wanted to do my 
part, whether or not it's gon- 
na make a difference."q 


Employees of NY State Solar, a residential and commercial photovoltaic systems company, install 
an array of solar panels on a roof, Thursday, Aug. 11, 2022, in the Long Island hamlet of Mass- 
apequa, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


Jonathan Parducho, a pharmacist, removes a tray of vials of of 
the Jynneos vaccine for monkeypox from a box containing 20 
doses, in the vaccine hub at Zuckerberg San Francisco General 
Hospital, July 29, 2022, in San Francisco. 
Associated Press 


U.S. offers more monkeypox vaccine to 
states and cities 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. offi- 
cials said they are able to 
ship out more monkeypox 
vaccine doses than previ- 
ously planned — because 
of a strategy shift that al- 
lows more shots to be 
drawn from each vial. 
The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
had previously anticipated 


allowing 221,000 doses to 
be ordered starting Mon- 
day. But officials said they 
would 
release 
442,000 
doses for order by state, 
local and territorial health 
departments. The acceler- 
ated release was only pos- 
sible because U.S. health 
officials said last week that 
they would stretch the na- 


tion's limited supply of Jyn- 
neos monkeypox vaccine 
by giving people one-fifth 
the usual dose, injected 
just under the skin. Previ- 
ously, each vaccine dose 
required a full vial injected 
into deeper tissue. They 
cited research suggesting 
that the reduced amount is 
about as effective.q 
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Northeastern farmers face new challenges with severe drought 


Hay farmer Milan Adams stands in a dry hay field near a wind sock, left, in Exeter, R.I., Tuesday, 
Aug. 9, 2022. 
Associated Press 


PROVIDENCE, 
R.I. 
(AP) 
— Vermont farmer Brian 
Kemp is used to seeing 
the pastures at Mountain 
Meadows Farm grow slow- 
er in the hot, late summer, 
but this year the grass is at 
a standstill. 
That's "very nerve-wracking" 
when you're grazing 600 to 
700 cattle, said Kemp, who 
manages an organic beef 
farm in Sudbury. He de- 
scribes the weather lately 
as inconsistent and impact- 
ful, which he attributes to a 
changing climate. 
"I don't think there is any 
normal anymore," Kemp 
said. 
The impacts of climate 
change have been felt 
throughout the Northeast- 
ern U.S. with rising sea lev- 
els, 
heavy 
precipitation 
and storm surges causing 
flooding and coastal ero- 
sion. But this summer has 
brought another extreme: 
a severe drought that is 
making lawns crispy and 
has farmers begging for 
steady rain. The heavy, 
short rainfall brought by the 
occasional 
thunderstorm 
tends to run off, not soak 
into the ground. 
Water supplies are low or 
dry, and many communi- 
ties are restricting nones- 
sential outdoor water use. 
Fire departments are com- 
batting more brush fires 
and crops are growing 
poorly. 
Providence, Rhode Island 
had less than half an inch 
of rainfall in the third driest 
July on record, and Boston 
had six-tenths of an inch 
in the fourth driest July on 
record, according to the 
National Weather Service 
office in Norton, Massachu- 


setts. Rhode Island's gov- 
ernor issued a statewide 
drought advisory Tuesday 
with 
recommendations 
to reduce water use. The 
north end of the Hoppin Hill 
Reservoir in Massachusetts 
is dry, forcing local water 
restrictions. 
Officials 
in 
Maine 
said 
drought conditions really 
began there in 2020, with 
occasional improvements 
in areas since. In Auburn, 
Maine, 
local 
firefighters 
helped a dairy farmer fill 
a water tank for his cows 
when his well went too low 
in late July and tempera- 
tures hit 90. About 50 dry 
wells have been reported 
to the state since 2021, ac- 
cording to the state's dry 
well survey. 
The continuing trend to- 
ward drier summers in the 
Northeast can certainly be 


attributed to the impact 
of climate change, since 
warmer temperatures lead 
to 
greater 
evaporation 
and drying of soils, climate 
scientist 
Michael 
Mann 
said. But, he said, the dry 
weather can be punctu- 
ated by extreme rainfall 
events since a warmer at- 
mosphere holds more mois- 
ture — when conditions 
are conducive to rainfall, 
there's more of it in short 
bursts. 
Mann said there's evidence 
shown by his research at 
Penn State University that 
climate change is lead- 
ing to a "stuck jet stream" 
pattern. That means huge 
meanders of the jet stream, 
or air current, get stuck in 
place, locking in extreme 
weather events that can 
alternately be associated 
with extreme heat and 


drought in one location 
and extreme rainfall in an- 
other, a pattern that has 
played out this summer 
with the heat and drought 
in the Northeast and ex- 
treme flooding in parts of 
the Midwest, Mann added. 
Most of New England is ex- 
periencing 
drought. 
The 
U.S. Drought Monitor issued 
a new map Thursday that 
shows areas of eastern Mas- 
sachusetts outside Cape 
Cod and much of southern 
and eastern Rhode Island 
now in extreme, instead of 
severe, drought. 
New England has expe- 
rienced 
severe 
summer 
droughts before, but ex- 
perts say it is unusual to 
have 
droughts 
in 
fairly 
quick 
succession 
since 
2016. Massachusetts expe- 
rienced droughts in 2016, 
2017, 2020, 2021 and 2022, 


which is very likely due to 
climate change, said Van- 
dana Rao, director of wa- 
ter policy in Massachusetts. 
"We hope this is maybe 
one period of peaking of 
drought and we get back 
to many more years of nor- 
mal precipitation," she said. 
"But it could just be the be- 
ginning of a longer trend." 
Rao and other water ex- 
perts in New England ex- 
pect the current drought 
to last for several more 
months. 
"I think we're probably go- 
ing to be in this for a while 
and it's going to take a lot," 
said Ted Diers, assistant di- 
rector of the New Hamp- 
shire Department of Envi- 
ronmental Services water 
division. "What we really are 
hoping for is a wet fall fol- 
lowed by a very snowy win- 
ter to really recharge the 
aquifers and the ground- 
water." 
Rhode Island's principal for- 
est ranger, Ben Arnold, is 
worried about the drought 
extending 
into 
the 
fall. 
That's when people do 
more yardwork, burn brush, 
use fireplaces and spend 
time in the woods, increas- 
ing the risk of forest fires. The 
fires this summer have been 
relatively small, but it takes 
a lot of time and effort to 
extinguish them because 
they are burning into the 
dry ground, Arnold said. 
Hay farmer Milan Adams 
said one of the fields he's till- 
ing in Exeter, Rhode Island, 
is powder a foot down. 
In prior years it rained in 
the spring. This year, he 
said, the dryness started in 
March, and April was so dry 
he was nervous about his 
first cut of hay.q 
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Wake County Sheriff deputies work at the scene where a deputy 
was shot and killed in eastern Wake County, N.C., near the in- 
tersection of Auburn Knightdale and Battle Bridge Road, Friday, 
Aug. 12, 2022. 
Associated Press 


RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A 
$100,000 reward is being of- 
fered in the case of a sher- 
iff's deputy found fatally 


shot along a dark stretch of 
road in North Carolina last 
week. 
"Horrified" by a string of 


shootings that have injured 
and killed several deputies 
in the state in recent weeks, 
the North Carolina Sheriffs' 
Association 
announced 
the reward Monday for in- 
formation leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
person or people respon- 
sible for the killing of Wake 
County 
Sheriff's 
Deputy 
Ned Byrd. The 48-year-old 
K-9 officer had been with 
the office for 13 years. Byrd 
joined the sheriff's office as 
a detention officer in 2009 
and was sworn in as a dep- 
uty in 2018, according to 
the sheriff's office. 
"We grieve with the fami- 
lies of the affected officers, 
and we offer our condo- 
lences to their friends, co- 
workers, 
and 
communi- 


ties," the association said 
in a statement. "We extend 
our support to every law 
enforcement officer; we 
know these shootings make 
the burdens of your service 
heavier and the dangers of 
your work feel imminently 
more threatening." 
Byrd was fatally shot late 
Thursday on a dark section 
of Battle Bridge Road, but it 
was not immediately clear 
why he stopped there, sher- 
iff's office spokesperson Eric 
Curry said last week. Byrd 
had responded to a do- 
mestic call less than a mile 
away earlier in the night, 
then entered his notes into 
the system, he said. 
There was no radio traf- 
fic to indicate that Byrd 
was making a traffic stop, 


but it appears something 
caught his attention along 
the road, since his vehicle 
was positioned as if to illu- 
minate something, he said. 
When Byrd did not respond 
to several attempts to con- 
tact him, another deputy 
found Byrd shot outside his 
vehicle with his K-9 still in- 
side the vehicle, Curry said. 
Law enforcement officers 
from 
multiple 
agencies 
joined the "manhunt for the 
perpetrator or perpetra- 
tors," Curry said. 
There is still an active investi- 
gation, Curry said Monday. 
The North Carolina State 
Bureau 
of 
Investigation, 
FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex- 
plosives have joined in the 
investigation, Curry said.q 


$100K reward offered in slaying of North Carolina deputy 


Doctor who sexually abused patients kills himself in jail 


Dr. Ricardo Cruciani walks from the center for criminal justice, Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2017, in Philadel- 
phia, after pleading guilty to misdemeanor charges that he groped women at a clinic. 
Associated Press 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK and 
MICHAEL RUBINKAM 
NEW YORK (AP) — A once- 
prominent neurologist con- 
victed last month of sexu- 
ally abusing patients killed 
himself Monday at a New 
York City jail, two people 
familiar with the matter 
said. 
Dr. Ricardo Cruciani, 68, 
was found unresponsive in 
a shower area at the Eric 
M. Taylor Center, a jail at 
the notorious Rikers Island 
complex, the people said. 
They were not authorized 
to speak publicly and did 
so on condition of anonym- 
ity. 
Cruciani's lawyer, Freder- 
ick Sosinsky, confirmed in 
a statement that his client 
had died, but not the man- 
ner of death. 
"Ricardo's attorneys and 
family are shocked and 
saddened beyond belief to 
have learned of his violent 
death while in city custody 
this morning," he said. 
Sosinsky called for "an im- 
mediate 
and 
objective 
investigation" into the cir- 
cumstances of Cruciani's 
death, including whether 
jail officials complied with a 
court order, at the time of 
his conviction, to place him 
in protective custody and 
under suicide watch. 
"Neither of these conditions 
were, to our knowledge, 
ever complied with," Sosin- 


sky said. "Had they been, 
we would not be having 
this terrible discussion." 
Cruciani died while await- 
ing sentencing next month 
in a New York state case in 
which he was convicted of 
12 counts, including preda- 
tory sexual assault, rape 
and sex abuse, and acquit- 
ted on two other counts. 
He faced up to life in prison. 
He was also scheduled to 
go on trial next January on 
federal charges accusing 
him of abusing multiple pa- 
tients over 15 years at his of- 


fices in New York City, Phil- 
adelphia and Hopewell, 
New Jersey. 
Prosecutors said Cruciani 
groomed vulnerable pa- 
tients by overprescribing 
pain killers, sometimes to 
treat serious injuries from 
car wrecks and other ac- 
cidents. 
Six women testified the sex- 
ual abuse often occurred 
behind closed doors dur- 
ing appointments in 2013 
at a Manhattan medical 
center, where the doctor 
would expose himself and 


demand sex. 
"I take comfort knowing he 
now faces another judge," 
said Terrie Phoenix, who 
testified against Cruciani at 
trial. 
Cruciani's act "was in no 
way a sign of remorse 
or guilt," said Hillary Tul- 
lin, who also testified and 
who helped fuel the case 
by calling a sexual abuse 
hotline in 2017. "He simply 
could not stand facing the 
rest of his life behind bars." 
Tullin called it a "sad day 
for all of his victims who 


will never get to have fi- 
nality and never have the 
chance to address the de- 
fendant to tell him directly 
how his crimes greatly im- 
pacted their lives." 
Jeffrey Fritz, who repre- 
sents 30 women who say 
they were victimized by 
Cruciani, including Phoe- 
nix and Tullin, said many of 
his clients "feel cheated of 
criminal justice." 
The AP does not typically 
identify people who say 
they are survivors of sexual 
assault unless they grant 
permission, which Phoenix 
and Tullin have done. 
Cruciani denied abusing 
women. In court, his lawyer 
questioned the credibility 
of his accusers. 
The fire department said 
it responded to a call of 
an inmate unconscious at 
the jail around 5:50 a.m. 
Paramedics attempted to 
resuscitate the inmate but 
were unable, and he was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene, the fire department 
said. 
The city's Department of 
Correction, which runs Rik- 
ers Island, confirmed that 
an inmate at the Eric M. 
Taylor Center died Mon- 
day, but did not release his 
name, citing pending fam- 
ily notification. The cause 
of death is under investi- 
gation, the Department of 
Correction said.q 
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By JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Lawyers 
for 
American 
basketball 
star Brittney Griner have 
filed an appeal of her nine- 
year Russian prison sen- 
tence for drug possession, 
Russian 
news 
agencies 
reported Monday, amid 
talks between the U.S. and 
Russia that could lead to a 
high-profile prisoner swap. 
Griner, an eight-time all- 
star center with the WNBA’s 
Phoenix Mercury and two- 
time Olympic gold medal- 
ist, was convicted Aug. 4 
after police said they found 
vape canisters containing 
cannabis oil in her luggage 
at Moscow’s Sheremetye- 
vo Airport. 
Griner admitted that she 
had the canisters in her lug- 
gage, but said she had in- 
advertently packed them 
in haste and that she had 
no criminal intent. Her de- 


fense team presented writ- 
ten statements that she 
had been prescribed can- 
nabis to treat pain. 
Her February arrest came 
at a time of heightened 
tensions between Moscow 
and Washington, just days 
before Russia sent troops 
into Ukraine. At the time, 
Griner, recognized as one 
of the greatest players in 
WNBA history, was returning 
to Russia, where she plays 
during the U.S. league’s off- 
season. 
Lawyer 
Maria 
Blagovo- 
lina was quoted by Russian 
news agencies on Monday 
as saying the appeal was 
filed, as was expected, but 
the grounds for it weren’t 
immediately clear. 
The 
nine-year 
sentence 
was close to the maximum 
of 10 years, and Blagovo- 
lina and co-counsel Alex- 
ander Boykov said after 
the conviction that the 


punishment 
was 
exces- 
sive. They said that in simi- 
lar cases defendants have 
received an average sen- 
tence of about five years, 
with about a third of them 
granted parole. 
Before her conviction, the 
U.S. State Department de- 
clared Griner to be “wrong- 
fully detained” a charge 
that Russia has sharply re- 
jected. 
Reflecting 
the 
growing 
pressure on the Biden ad- 
ministration to do more 
to bring Griner home, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken took the unusual 
step of revealing publicly in 
July that Washington had 
made a “substantial pro- 
posal” to get Griner home, 
along with Paul Whelan, an 
American serving a 16-year 
sentence in Russia for es- 
pionage. 
Blinken didn’t elaborate, 
but The Associated Press 


and other news organiza- 
tions have reported that 
Washington has offered to 
free Viktor Bout, a Russian 
arms dealer who is serving 
a 25-year sentence in the 
U.S. and once earned the 
nickname the “Merchant 
of Death.” 
On Sunday, a senior Russian 
diplomat said talks about 
an exchange have been 
conducted. 
“This quite sensitive issue 
of the swap of convicted 


Russian and U.S. citizens is 
being discussed through 
the channels defined by 
our presidents,” Alexander 
Darchiev, head of the For- 
eign Ministry’s North Amer- 
ica department, told state 
news agency Tass. 
“These individuals are, in- 
deed, being discussed. The 
Russian side has long been 
seeking the release of Vik- 
tor Bout. 
The details should be left to 
professionals.”q 


By JILL LAWLESS 
A BRITISH ARMY BASE, Eng- 
land (AP) — A few weeks 
ago, Serhiy was a business 
analyst at an IT company. 
Zakhar was a civil engineer. 
Now they are soldiers, train- 
ing to liberate Ukraine from 
Russia’s invasion — but do- 
ing it more than 1,000 miles 
(1,600 kilometers) away in 
Britain. 
They are among several 
hundred Ukrainian recruits 
pounding through an in- 
tense form of infantry train- 
ing at an army base in 
southeast England. One 
batch of the 10,000 Ukrai- 
nian soldiers that the Brit- 
ish military has pledged 
to train within 120 days, 
they are spending several 
weeks learning skills includ- 
ing marksmanship, battle- 
field first aid and crucially 
for their country’s future ur- 
ban warfare. 
As the Ukrainians practice 
house-clearing amid the 
rattle of gunfire and pall 
from smoke grenades on 
a mock-townscape where 
British soldiers once trained 
for operations in Northern 
Ireland, they think about 
driving Russian troops from 


the streets of their own cit- 
ies.. 
“The most important part is 
urban training, because it’s 
the most dangerous com- 
bat, in cities,” said Serhiy, 
who like the other Ukrai- 
nians did not want his full 
named used because of 
security concerns. “The Brit- 
ish instructors have a lot of 


experience, from Iraq, Af- 
ghanistan. We can adapt 
all this knowledge to the 
Ukrainian situation and use 
it to liberate our country 
from Russian invasion.” 
British 
trainers 
are 
put- 
ting the Ukrainian troops 
through a condensed ver- 
sion of the British Army’s 
infantry training, covering 


weapons handling, first aid, 
patrol tactics and the law 
of conflict. The aim is to 
turn raw recruits into battle- 
ready soldiers in a matter 
of weeks. The first batch ar- 
rived last month and have 
already been sent back to 
replenish depleted Ukrai- 
nian units. 
“We are running a ba- 


sic infantry course, which 
takes 
Ukrainian 
recruits 
and teaches them to shoot 
well, to move and com- 
municate well within any 
tactical environment, and 
to medicate well,” said 
Maj. Craig Hutton, a Scots 
Guards officer helping to 
oversee the training. 
Hutton says many of the 
Ukrainian troops have little 
military 
experience 
but 
“they are so motivated. 
They have a fantastic will 
to learn, and they just want 
to practice, practice and 
practice more.” 
More than 1,000 U.K. per- 
sonnel are involved in the 
training 
mission, 
taking 
place at four bases around 
the U.K. Other countries are 
also sending trainers, in- 
cluding Canada, the Neth- 
erlands, New Zealand and 
the Nordic nations. 
Britain is sending the Ukrai- 
nians home with new uni- 
forms, body armor, helmets 
and other gear, part of 2.3 
billion pounds’ ($2.8 bil- 
lion) worth of U.K. military 
aid to the country that also 
includes anti-tank missiles 
and sophisticated rocket- 
launch systems.q 


Ukrainian volunteer military recruits take part in an urban battle exercise whilst being trained by 
British Armed Forces at a military base in Southern England, Monday, Aug. 15, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Urban combat and beyond: Ukrainian recruits get UK training 


U.S. Basketball player Brittney Griner looks through bars as she 
listens to the verdict standing in a cage in a courtroom in Khimki, 
outside Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022. 
Associated Press 


WNBA’s Brittney Griner appeals her 
Russian prison sentence 
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By CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — In 
a chaotic announcement 
that could foreshadow a 
court challenge, Kenya’s 
electoral commission chair- 
man on Monday declared 
Deputy President William 
Ruto the winner of the 
country’s close presidential 
race over five-time con- 
tender Raila Odinga. 
The outcome was a triumph 
for a candidate who shook 
up the East African nation’s 
politics by appealing to 
struggling Kenyans’ eco- 
nomic concerns instead of 
their ethnic allegiances. 
Ruto received about 50.5% 
of the vote to nearly 49% 
for Odinga in last Tuesday’s 
balloting, 
the 
chairman 
said. But just before the 
declaration, four of the sev- 
en electoral commissioners 
told reporters they could 
not support the “opaque 
nature” of the final steps, 
without giving details. 
Screams and scuffles broke 
out in the auditorium, the 
lectern was tossed from the 
stage, and police rushed in 
to restore order as a choir 
continued to sing. 
Minutes later, commission 
chairman Wafula Chebu- 
kati announced the official 
results and said the two 
commissioners who stayed 
behind with him had been 
injured. 
Odinga’s 
campaign 
al- 


leged 
that 
unspecified 
“electoral offenses” were 
committed and that a win- 
ner was illegally declared 
without a quorum of com- 
missioners. 
“It is not over until it is over,” 
Odinga’s 
running 
mate, 
Martha Karua, a former jus- 
tice minister, tweeted. 
Crowds of people across 
Kenya exploded in jubila- 
tion in some places, and in 
anger in others. 
Odinga supporters shouted 
“No Raila, no peace!” and 
burned tires in the crowd- 
ed Nairobi neighborhood 
of Kibera as night fell. Reli- 
gious leaders pleaded for 


calm. 
Odinga’s campaign has 
seven days to file a chal- 
lenge in court, extending 
the uncertainty in Kenya, a 
country of 56 million people 
that is seen as crucial to 
regional stability. The Su- 
preme Court will have 14 
days to rule. 
This is likely to be the final 
run for Odinga, a 77-year- 
old longtime opposition fig- 
ure who had the backing 
of outgoing President Uh- 
uru Kenyatta. Kenyatta fell 
out with his deputy, Ruto, 
years ago. 
Ruto told reporters that 
the divisions among the 


electoral 
commissioners 
were just a “sideshow” and 
“pose no threat at all to the 
legality of the declaration.” 
“What happened this eve- 
ning is an unfortunate situ- 
ation, I think an attempt by 
our competitors to roll back 
what we have achieved as 
a country,” Ruto said. He 
praised a election that for 
many Kenyans represented 
a leap forward in transpar- 
ency and peace, largely 
free from ethnic divisions 
that in the past played out 
with deadly results. 
In his acceptance speech, 
Ruto promised a “transpar- 
ent, open, democratic gov- 


ernment” and said people 
who had acted against his 
campaign “have nothing 
to fear. ... There is no room 
for vengeance.” 
Those were important vows 
from a man once men- 
tored by former President 
Daniel Arap Moi, who ran 
Kenya as a repressive one- 
party state for almost a de- 
cade. 
The 55-year-old Ruto por- 
trayed himself during the 
campaign as the brash 
outsider, playing up his 
chicken-selling days from 
childhood. He told voters 
the election was a contest 
between “hustlers” from 
modest backgrounds and 
the “dynasties” of Kenyatta 
and Odinga, whose fathers 
were Kenya’s first president 
and vice president. 
The message was popu- 
lar among many Kenyans 
struggling with rising prices, 
few job opportunities and 
widespread corruption. 
“These are people who 
don’t even know the price 
of bread. They don’t know 
the price of anything,” Ruto 
supporter 
Francis 
Irungu 
said of the political elite. 
Odinga, famous for his 
yearslong detention dur- 
ing his fight for multiparty 
democracy decades ago 
and 
for 
supporting 
Ke- 
nya’s groundbreaking 2010 
constitution, appeared to 
many Kenyans this time as 
part of the establishment.q 


DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — A 
Syrian Cabinet minister said 
Monday that Syrian refu- 
gees in neighboring Leba- 
non can start returning 
home, where he said they 


will get all the help they 
need from authorities. 
Tiny Lebanon is home to 1 
million Syrian refugees who 
fled war in their country 
after the conflict began 


in March 2011. The large 
number of refugees in the 
small Mediterranean nation 
makes it one of the highest 
per capita host countries of 
refugees in the world. 
Minister of Local Adminis- 
tration Hussein Makhlouf 
made his comments during 
a meeting in Syria’s capi- 
tal Damascus with Issam 
Charafeddine, Lebanon’s 
caretaker minister of the 
displaced. 
The U.N. High Commission- 
er for Refugees and rights 
groups oppose involuntary 
repatriation to Syria and 
say the practice risks en- 
dangering 
the 
returning 
refugees. 
“The doors are open for the 
return of Syrian refugees,” 


Makhlouf said, adding that 
the state is ready to assist 
returnees and give them all 
that they need. 
Makhlouf said that includes 
shelters for those whose 
homes were destroyed dur- 
ing the conflict that killed 
hundreds of thousands and 
displaced half the pre-war 
population of 23 million. 
More than 5 million Syrians 
are refugees, most of them 
in Lebanon, Turkey and Jor- 
dan. 
Few Syrian refugees have 
returned home since Presi- 
dent Bashar Assad’s forces 
got much of the country 
under their control over the 
past few years with the help 
of allies Russia and Iran. 
The calls for the return of 


Syrian refugees to their 
country have increased in 
Lebanon since the small 
nation’s economic melt- 
down began. The down- 
turn has left three-quarters 
of Lebanese living in pover- 
ty. For Syrians, living condi- 
tions have become worse 
since the economic crisis 
began in October 2019. 
Over the past year, hun- 
dreds of Lebanese, Syrians 
and Palestinians have mi- 
grated from Lebanon by 
boats to Europe seeking 
better living conditions. 
Charafeddine told The As- 
sociated Press last month 
that Lebanon hopes to 
start repatriating 15,000 Syr- 
ian refugees every month 
in the near future.q 


William Ruto, and his deputy Rigathi Gachagua, show the certificate after the announcement in 
the presidential race at the Centre in Bomas, Nairobi, Kenya, Monday, Aug.15, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Kenya’s Ruto declared president after last-minute chaos 


Syrian children play soccer near their tented homes at a refugee 
camp in the town of Bar Elias, in the Bekaa Valley, Lebanon, July 
7, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Minister: Syria ready to repatriate refugees from Lebanon 
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Fundacion Pa Nos Comunidad: 
‘We will delive around 300 schoolbags for children this year’ 


ORANJESTAD – Our local reporter 
went to visit the headquarters of 
Aruba’s food bank, Fundacion 
Pa Nos Comunidad, situated in 
the Club Kibrahacha, where they 
were busy preparing around 300 
schoolbags to hand out to under- 
privileged children. This year they 
have less schoolbags than previ- 
ous years, according to the foun- 
dation, but that doesn’t stop them 
from working tirelessly to help the 
community. 


Gianaika van der Biezen, director 
of the foundation, explained to our 
reporter that Fundacion Pa Nos 
Comunidad has been organizing a 
‘Back to School’ project for twelve 
years already, together with radio 
station Caliente FM, which con- 
sists of organizing a Radiothon and 
connecting with local businesses 
as well as the whole community 
in order to help underprivileged 
children to start school with a new 
backpack and all the necessary 
materials. 


Mrs. Van der Biezen said to our re- 
porter that to be honest, this year 
they had less schoolbags than 
usual. “Normally we have a larger 
amount”, Mrs. Van der Biezen said, 
adding: “There are also many other 
institutions who are also busy with 


Back to School projects, with two 
of them I was able to do a match- 
ing-list. Those are Mi Bos ta Bo Bos 
(My Voice is Your Voice), and also 
Interact Club of Aruba.” 
A marching-list is made in order to 
avoid for example that one child 
receives two bags and another is 
left without, because the lists of re- 
cipients can get quite long. 


The foundation takes the clients 
who are register, or active and in- 
active clients who receive pack- 
ages, but that the foundation is 
aware are going through hardship, 
to give them a hand. The foun- 
dation does an intake in order to 
evaluate the financial situation to 
see if it is difficult for the parents 
to purchase school items. Primar- 
ily the focus is on the backpack 
with some items in it, and there 
are some children – a very small 
amount – who manage to get a 
school uniform for this school year, 
that the foundation can help with. 


“It’s true that in the past there 
was more help with this, because 
I remember that there were years 
where we would hand out more 
than 400, almost 500 schoolbags. 
For sure two years ago we re- 
ceived schoolbags from abroad, 
we had more businesses taking 


part, but I see that also there are 
other institutions busy with this and 
I think this is one of the reasons why 
the amount decreased with us”, 
Mrs. Van der Biezen explains. 


This year, the foundation com- 
mented that it is noticeable how 
the community has been financial- 
ly affected, that they noticed how 
for example, Fundacion pa Nos 
Comunidad through Caliente FM 
received less than they did other 
years. They received some dona- 
tions from Dijon Center, and ac- 
cording to the foundation, thank- 
fully they were able to receive vari- 
ous donations from people who 
came to them and brought these 
donations. From Caliente FM they 
received more than 100 school- 
bags. From Interact Club of Aruba 
they also received some dona- 
tions, and Digicel also collaborat- 
ed with school items for the kids. 


For the clients who are registered at 
the foundation and already have 
all their information registered, 
they go easily through the process. 
And for those who are not clients 
of the foundation, the foundation 
carries out a financial review with 
them to see if they are eligible. But 
there were also clients for example 
who are already receiving a food 


package, but their situation is still 
difficult. So the foundation works 
hard for active, non-active and 
new clients. 


For the Back to School project, 
they had a lot of work on their 
hands. They have some volunteers 
who join them working long hours 
and days in order to get every- 
thing ready, to deliver everything 
on time so that all these children 
can have their items to begin the 
new school year with everything 
they need. 


The value of all those who make 
a donation is a great contribution 
to the success of the foundation. 
With the community’s generosity, 
Fundacion Pa Nos Comunidad is 
able to continue helping families in 
need on our island. 


The foundation finds it important 
to remind the community that with 
your contribution to the founda- 
tion, you encourage and bring 
hope to many homes that are 
going through difficult financial 
situations currently. Three words 
describe this foundation: hope, 
care and encouragement, and to- 
gether these words are applied to 
the social service provided to the 
clients. 


Fue designado recientemente para 
hacer el lanzamiento inaugural entre 
los equipos Chicago Cubs y Marlins 
de Miami, el día 21 de septiembre en 
el Stadium Loan Depot Park., ubicado 
en el Condado de Miami Dade, Florida, 
continuación de los juegos designados 
por la Major League Baseball. 


Este reconocimiento es motivado a 
los grandes éxitos y logros obtenidos 
por Leonardo David Diaz Lozada en el 
campo de las inversiones y los cursos de 
crecimiento profesional. 


Felicitaciones por esta designación y 
que continúen los éxitos!!!q 
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Leonardo David Diaz Lozada 


Joven emprendedor Venezolano, graduado en Keiser 
University, Florida, Usa, en el área de negocios e inver- 
siones internacionales, dedicado con mucho éxito a la 
docencia y al asesoramiento para realizar inversiones 
financieras. 


Se dedica a tiempo completo a estas actividades te- 
niendo entre sus clientes grandes deportista del mun- 
do del deporte, en especial del beisbol y del mundo 
económico mundial. Uno de los mejores en estas ac- 
tividades, cuenta con gran cantidad de seguidores en 
las redes sociales. 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still en- 
joying your vacation?... we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
……. Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 


photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again.q 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 


NOORD— 
Paseo 
Her- 
encia offers a variety of 
shopping, 
dining 
and 
entertainment options in 
an outdoor center locat- 
ed in the heart of Palm 
Beach – walking dis- 
tance from the high-rise 
hotels. 


Shopping 
The Paseo Herencia stores 
offer a great collection 
in beach wear, clothing, 
perfume, 
shoes, 
jewelry, 
souvenirs and much more. 
Pamper yourself by visiting 
Maggy’s and enjoy their 
salon services and shop 
for your favorite beauty 
products. Aruba Aloe has 
that perfect gift to bring 
back home, all made with 
natural ingredients. Other 
brand favorites are Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, 
Carmen 
Steffens, 
Nike 
store, Pandora and many 
more. 


Restaurants 
Start with a breakfast meal 


at Paseo Herencia offer- 
ing unique breakfast op- 
tions such as Drunk’s Denial 
with their Make it Your Own 
Crêpe Bar offering sweet 
and savory crêpe flavors 
and the option to booze 
it up with their Mimosa 
crêpe (mandarin soaked in 
champagne), Pina Colada 
(pineapples 
in 
coconut 
rum), Bourbon Apple, Bran- 
dy Apricot, Whiskey Pear 
and more. Location can 
be found by following the 
bakery smell upon arrival. 
Another option is Seabar- 
ita offering you delicious 
breakfast options ranging 
from Huevos Rancheros to 
empanadas surrounded by 
a cozy picnic setting with 
streetside view. Go Argen- 
tinian style at Che Bar and 
try their delicious omelet 
with chorizo/ham, mozza- 
rella, onions, peppers, and 
tomatoes served with skillet 
potatoes and toast. Look- 
ing for something for the 
whole family? Visit TGI Fri- 
days and choose between 


waffle, omelets, breakfast 
sandwiches 
and 
tacos 
starting at $8. These res- 
taurants are also open for 
lunch & dinner offering you 
a variety of cuisine choices. 
If you’re looking for more 
unique concepts, join us for 
dinner at Xixon Restaurant 
greatly known in Miami for 
their Spanish inspired dishes 
with top notch flavors and 
the largest wine variety or 
visit The Lazy Turtle and try 
their exotic African dish “Ku- 
vuta Kuku” accompanied 
by their tasty lazy cocktails. 
Coming for drinks? Sip and 
have a good time at the 
Bulldog Aruba located in 
the center of the Plaza. 
Open till late. 


VIP Cinema 
Visit the one-of-a-kind Ca- 
ribbean Cinemas VIP on 
the second floor of Paseo 
Herencia and enjoy your 
favorite movies in the most 
comfortable reclining seats 
with high quality screens 
with the latest projection 
and 7.1 Dolby surround 
sound and not to forget 
their delicious buttery bag 
of popcorn. 
Entertainment 
Catch live shows from Mon- 
day to Thursday and Sun- 
day at 8pm on the Paseo 
center stage and the night- 
ly water shows at 7:30pm, 
8:30pm and 9:30pm. Look- 
ing for some adrenaline? 
Visit the Airsoft experience 
located behind The Lazy 
Turtle. Snap Instagramable 
pictures at the Angel Wings 
located between Pandora 
and Free Spirit or the Flying 
mosaic hearts located be- 
hind King Churros. 


Parking up to two hours is 
free when shopping, din- 
ing or catching a movie at 
Paseo Herencia. Just pres- 
ent your purchase receipt 
at our parking cashier. 


To learn more about 
our specials and events, 
visit the Paseo Herencia 
website www.paseoher- 
encia.com.q 
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Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — Museums 
are an integral part of con- 
serving and honoring cul- 
tures, and Aruba is no ex- 
ception. Our Island has a 
wide selection of various 
museums for our locals and 
visitors to see. Take this op- 
portunity to learn about our 
island and experience a 
different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to 
you the these locations. 


Museum of Industry Aruba 
Museum of Industry in San 
Nicolas, better known as 
the art capital of Aruba. 
This museum presents the 
history of gold, aloe, phos- 
phate, 
oil 
and 
tourism 
through 
elaborated 
dis- 
plays and multimedia in- 
stallations. 


The Museum of Industry 
is situated in the Water 
Tower in San Nicolas and 
narrates Aruba's industrial 
history which began in 
the 19th century. The Wa- 
ter Tower was built in 1939 
and consists of three sec- 
tions: the substructure, the 
high-rising 
vertical 
shaft, 
and the tank at the top. 
The Water Tower was pur- 
chased by the Monuments 
fund in 2003 so it could be 
restored and preserved as 
one of Aruba's monuments. 
The Museum of Industry is 
part of Fundacion Museo 
Arubano (FMA), which is a 
foundation set to maintain, 
preserve, and protect the 
Aruban culture sector, his- 
tory, and nature. 
For more information check 


out their Facebook page 
Museum of Industry Aruba. 


Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba 
The Archaeological Mu- 
seum of Aruba is locat- 
ed at Schelpstraat 42 in 
downtown Oranjestad. The 
renovated historic Ecury 
complex 
in 
downtown 
Oranjestad has been trans- 
formed from a family home 
to a modern museum that 
preserves Aruba’s Amer- 
indian 
cultural 
heritage. 
This 21st century museum 
is especially designed to 
preserve valuable artifacts 
dating back to the Pre-Ce- 
ramic period of 2500 BC. 
In the late 1980’s AMA 
identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its 
collection and activities. 
After studying various op- 
tions, a project proposal 
was drawn up, including 
the acquisition and restora- 
tion of historical buildings in 
downtown Oranjestad. 


These historical buildings 
were formerly the proper- 
ty of the Ecury family. The 
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus- 
ter of single and two-story 
historic 
buildings, 
mainly 
Dutch colonial architec- 


ture from the late 19th and 
20th century on a plot of 
approximately 1.700 m2. 


In 1997 the Aruban Govern- 
ment bought the complex 
for the National Archaeo- 
logical Museum project. 
In 2004 a financial agree- 
ment was signed with the 
European 
Development 
Fund and in 2006 restaura- 
tion and construction work 
began on the monumental 
buildings and the new to 
build exhibition space. In 
December 2007 the key to 
the complex was delivered 
and the museum’s employ- 
ees moved to the new lo- 
cation. The final design for 
the exhibit was completed 
in November 2007 and 
the permanent exhibit, fi- 
nanced by the Aruban 
Government and the Union 
of Cultural Organizations 
(UNOCA), opened in July 


2009. 
At the new location the 
National 
Archaeological 
Museum Aruba disposes of 
approximately 500 m2 for 
its permanent exhibit. This 
exhibit conveys through ar- 
chaeological objects and 
modern 
exhibition 
tech- 
niques information on the 
origin and culture of the 
first inhabitants of the is- 
land. The new permanent 
exhibit gives the visitor an 
insight into the cultures that 
inhabited the island in Pre- 
Historical and Early Histori- 
cal times. The museum also 
hosts an attractive public 
program including lectures, 
educational projects, tem- 
porary exhibits and work- 
shops. 


For more information check 
out the Facebook page 
Museo Arqueologico Na- 
cional Aruba.q 


Know more about the Town Hall Eloy Arends building 


ORANJESTAD - The Monuments bu- 
reau shares some essential facts 
about the Town Hall known as the 
Eloy Arends building. 


The aim is to educate the commu- 
nity about the mansion's construc- 
tion, history, and preservation. 


The Doctor Eloy Arends building is 
located at the Wilhelminastraat 8 
and was the home of the Arends 
family. It was the first building that 
the Monuments bureau, and the 


Government of Aruba, restored in 
1997. Mr. Medardo ‘Dada’ Picus, 
was the architect of this Aruban- 
Caribbean building. The building 
sits on a 1.545 m² plot of land and 
is a typical Aruban mansion. It is an 
open home with false walls that al- 
low the connection of the rooms 
with each other. 


The entrance has large doors and 
columns supporting the floor of the 
upper balcony. In between the 
columns, there are decoration de- 
tails made out of wood. The elabo- 
rately detailed embellishment is 
known as gingerbread trim and 
the triangular decorative wall sur- 
face over the columns is called the 
tympanum. 


The top of the doors and windows 
have stained glass. 


The building is not built on ground 
level but at approximately 1.5 me- 
ters above ground level. This man- 
sion elevation created storage be- 


low the wooden floors and allowed 
proper ventilation. 
The building has lots of windows 
which allow plenty of light inside, 
as well as good ventilation. 


It has dormer windows and crowns 
on the outside part of the roof and 
different decorations on the edges 
of the walls and facade. 
This is a stunning building full of 
beautiful details that resemble its 
beauty and transform into a history 


of love. Aruban tradition for "well- 
to-do" families dictates that be- 
fore a man gets married, he has to 
present his future wife with a newly 
built and fully furnished house. It 
was certainly the case with this 
building. 


Due to the engagement between 
Eloy Arends and Monica Lacle 
(daughter of Adriaan Lacle, who 
is mainly known for the boulevard 
that bears his name), the construc- 
tion of the mansion began in 1922 
and was completed in 1925 when 
the couple got married. 


The Office of the Civil Registry is 
located in the adjacent building, 
whereas the mansion hall is used 
exclusively for civil wedding cer- 
emonies. 


The Monuments bureau will contin- 
ue to contribute and educate the 
community about the history of our 
monuments with significant value 
for Aruba.q 
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Germille Geerman, 
From audiovisual production to local artisanal pizza specialist 


Germille Geerman (34) is 
a storyteller. His inspiration 
is Juan Chikito, who ever 
since he was a child would 
tell him stories of his great- 
grandfather, Lucas Wilfrido 
Werleman, known by the 
family as Juan Grandi, a re- 
nowned figure in Aruba. 


Germille grew up with his 
maternal 
and 
paternal 
grandparents, but it was 
Juan Chikito who painted 
the image of a family with 
13 kids in Angochi, who 
lived by planting corn in 
fields that nowadays are 
the sports fields of Sport- 
boys and Caravel. Now, 
Germille is a local entre- 
preneur who uses his artis- 
tic and communications 
talents to share part of his 
own history with locals and 
tourists, and at the same 
time supports initiatives to 
promote local agriculture. 
Recently, Geerman orga- 
nized a meeting at Oasis 
Farm to celebrate farmer 
Ruthsel Emer and to give 
him support to continue 
pushing with a project that 
according to Germille, is 
the direction in which Aru- 
ba needs to go in order to 
be sustainable – urban ag- 
riculture. 


Germille realized from a 
young age that he need- 
ed to tell the story of Juan 
Grandi, and his own life is 
a trajectory to arrive to this 
goal. And as it is beautiful 
about a story, sometimes 
the chapters write them- 
selves. 


Juan Grandi was an elec- 
trician and his job was at 
Lago (old refinery) thanks 
to the fact that he learned 
to speak English during 
a stint working in Cuba 
to support his family. He 
couldn’t read nor write, but 
even so, he had a great in- 
fluence. Juan Grandi put 
a lot of value in family and 
the development of Ango- 
chi and the neighborhood, 
and even became ele- 
mental for politics in Aruba. 
Juan Grandi was the first in 
his neighborhood to have 
a car, and he procured the 
first filming project in Aruba. 


And perhaps it was what 


inspired Germille to enter 
media. In his adolescence 
he felt that television or au- 
diovisual media was the 
way. Germille was barely 
15 when, after asking for 
a long time, he got a call 
from (TV channel) ATV for 
the airing of boxing. His 
work was to move cables, 
but Germille accepted it 
gladly. With airing of world 
soccer, Germille entered 
the studio, which helped 
him get closer to his goal to 
learn to dominate audio vi- 
sual media. 
It was while he was working 
with Star Vision, which later 
became Canal 22, when 
Germille learned more, un- 
der the guidance of Pedro 
Gomez and others who 
came from TeleAruba. 


So it was a painful hit when 
the channel shut down and 
suddenly Germille was out 
of a job, but worse yet, he 
didn’t have media to com- 
municate in Aruba. Howev- 
er, he didn’t stay at home 
for long. Aside from (night) 
school, he went back into 
production with Tessa Piet- 
ersz and Trend Alert. How- 
ever, he realized that there 
had been no innovation in 
technology. So he decided 
to take out a loan and in- 
vest in cameras and com- 
puter for the new era of 
recording, digital. What the 
young entrepreneur was 
not prepared for however 
was that while clients want- 
ed quality, they were not 
ready to pay for it. And his 
lack of experience left him 
accepting jobs for less than 
he was worth. 


Consequently, the finan- 
cial reality came knocking 
at his door, and Germille’s 
story became one of a very 
disappointed, 
depressed 
young man, left with debt 
that he is still paying off. 
He fell into a deep depres- 
sion, with a lot of anxiety. 
Germille tried to soothe the 
pain he was feeling with 
cigarettes and alcohol, but 
finally realized that what 
would calm him down and 
help him function was can- 
nabis. “Cannabis removed 
my anxiety and allowed 
me to function and even 
help others. And because I 


am calm now, I don’t need 
it anymore”, he says. 


But the spirit of Juan Grandi 
is strong within him, and it 
didn’t take long for Ger- 
mille, despite his wounds, 
to rise again and recreate 
himself. Even though the 
reality of life was still weigh- 
ing on his wallet and emo- 
tions, Germille kept pushing 
forward. 


He found a medium of ex- 
pression in art, collaborat- 
ing with Atelier ’89. And his 
collaboration with Tito Bo- 
livar, for the first Aruba Art 
Fair, formed another point 
of development for Germi- 
lle, wince he met big artists 
from abroad and recog- 
nized their passion to tell 
social realities through art, 
in this case, through murals. 
This was also the time he 
took on the nickname ‘El 
Mustachi te Ama’ (the 
mustache loves you). “I 
had a mustache and those 
who came to Aruba would 
call me by it”. But as usual, 
there is rejection locally, 
and so “I decided to add 
‘loves you’ behind the nick- 
name.” 
In other words, to change 
the negative to positive. 
And that energy translated 
in art pieces including his 
unique vegetarian pizzas, 
made from the same ingre- 
dient which supported the 
Werleman family in Ango- 
chi for many years, maishi 
rabo (corn), yambo (okra), 
concomber chikito (small 
cucumber). Germille called 
his pizzeria Itza Pizza after 
his daughter, and now he 
tells Aruba’s history in cre- 
ations which are winning 
over tourists and locals, 
who are willing to pay for a 
unique product. The entre- 
preneur learned his lesson. 


But more than a product 
to be sold, the ingredients 
in his pizza are homage to 
what Aruba can produce 
and the work of his great- 
grandfather who invested 
a lot of time in the culture 
and progress of Aruba. 
His great-grandson, who 
now took on the nickname 
‘Johnny Farina’ (in English, 
Johnny Flour) is investing a 
lot of energy and time in or- 


der to keep his story alive, 
and at the same time con- 
tribute to awareness for the 


value of local art and ag- 
riculture, tangible heritage 
of Aruba. 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 
Those of us who write and 
talk about money for a liv- 
ing tend to have our finan- 
cial acts together. But that 
wasn't always the case. I 
invited some personal fi- 
nance experts to share 
what they wish they could 
have told their younger 
selves about money. 
INVEST EARLY, EVEN IF IT'S 
SCARY 
If the stock market scares 
you, nationally syndicated 
Washington Post columnist 
Michelle 
Singletary 
can 
relate. Singletary says she 
avoided investing for many 
years because in her first 
job out of college, an older 
co-worker — one who was 
close to retirement age 
— warned her that stocks 
were too risky. 
Singletary 
later 
realized 
that someone in their 20s 
has decades to ride out 
stock market swings, and 
that she could have afford- 
ed to take much more risk 
with her investments. 
"The lesson I learned was to 
look at my own individual 
situation and invest based 
on my timeline and goals," 
Singletary says. 
STUDENT LOAN DEBT CAN 
PAY OFF 
Darian Woods , a reporter 
and producer for "The Indi- 
cator from Planet Money" 
podcast, says he can no 
longer remember exactly 


how much he borrowed 
to get a master's in public 
policy from the University of 
California, Berkeley — just 
that his balance was "in the 
tens of thousands of dollars" 
by the time he graduated. 
The debt felt enormous. 
Woods wishes he could re- 
assure his anxious younger 
self that the loans were a 
solid investment in his fu- 
ture. Woods, a New Zea- 
land native, landed a job 
as an analyst for his coun- 
try's treasury department 
and was able to pay off 
the loans in a year. 
"That debt wasn't as much 
of 
an 
albatross 
as 
I'd 
feared," Woods says. 
SAVING, SPENDING, EARN- 
ING: THEY'RE ALL IMPOR- 
TANT 
Paco de Leon , author of 
the book "Finance for the 
People: Getting a Grip 
On Your Finances, " has 
two bits of advice for her 
younger self. The first is 
to save, no matter what. 
Saving can feel futile on 
a small income, but the 
amount you save is far less 
important than the habit of 
saving that you'll develop, 
she says. 
The second piece of ad- 
vice: Deal with your pain. 
De Leon graduated with 
a degree in finance and 
a minor in economics. But 
a head full of knowledge 
about 
money 
concepts 
was no match for what de 


Leon calls "a deep-rooted 
scarcity mindset" and a 
profound sense of inferior- 
ity. De Leon says she didn't 
earn 
enough 
for 
years 
because she wasn't con- 
vinced of her own worth 
and 
bought 
expensive 
things she couldn't afford, 
hoping to get validation 
from others. She wishes 
her younger self had spent 
time in self-reflection and 
therapy to work through 
her psychological issues. 
"Do the work to heal your 
pain, so you aren't creating 
more unnecessary prob- 
lems for yourself," de Leon 
says. 
DON'T MAKE WORK YOUR 
LIFE 
Tess Vigeland is host and 
senior producer of The 
Wall Street Journal's "As We 
Work" podcast. She, too, 
has both practical and 
philosophical advice for 
her younger self. 
The practical: Never, ever 
carry a credit card bal- 
ance if you can help it. 
"I got myself in deep credit 
debt throughout my early 
and mid-20s, because I 
lived life like I had my par- 
ents' bank account, when 
in fact I had a tiny fraction 
of that," Vigeland says. 
The philosophical: Develop 
interests outside of your job. 
Vigeland loved her work 
in public radio — until she 
didn't. In 2012, she abrupt- 
ly quit her job as host of 
American Public Media's 
"Marketplace Money ," a 
personal 
finance 
show, 
with no clue about what 
she wanted to do next. 
Part of that journey be- 
came a book, "Leap: Leav- 
ing a Job with No Plan B to 
Find the Career and Life 
You Really Want." But Vige- 
land says life after public 
radio might have been 
easier if her work hadn't 
been such a big part of her 
identity. 
"Have something you love 
to do outside of what you 
do for a living," Vigeland 
says. "It will help down the 
line if you decide to leap to 
another career or go back 
to school — you won't be 
stuck in just one idea of 
who you are and what you 
can do."q 
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Just Starting Out? Learn From Our 
Mistakes 


This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 
Associated Press 
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BEST DEALS RENT A CAR 
for 2 day pay only 1 day 
huge descount on uTV’s jetsky, 
parasailing, sunset cruise, 
snorkeling, safari tours, bus 
tours and more. 
562 1024 / 563 0932 


_________________________________215675 


HTTA 
Time - Share Resales 
are you interested in sell 
your Time - share in aruba ? 
Call us :011-297-630-1307 
38 years doing Honest Business 
Visit our website : www.halley- 
timetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 31 room# 2345 
1 BR WK # 32 room# 2545 
Price : $ 7 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Gold Coast 
3 Bedroom 2 bath 
Town House 
Price :$450 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 
eagle Beach 
2 BR WK # 33 and 34 room 
#3007 
Pool/ Ocean View 
Price : $ 9 K each 
Rent : date :19 august to 2 sep- 
tember 2022 
Price :$1500 each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 
gold season 
1 BR Ocean View 
Price : $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Tierra Del Sol 
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
24 hour security 
Ocean view with garage 
Price :$475 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
For Sale 
3500 m2 property Land 
at Matadera shaba $250m2 
657 m2 property land 
at Borgoeroei Noord $120 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


________________________________215677 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 34 Room # 2113 
ground floor pool/ ocean 
Price : $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Sale Eagle Aruba Resorts 
& Casino 
wk 32, 2bedr. sleeps 6, 
overlooking pool 


FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Refurbished Townhouse, 
For Sale wk 32, 2bedr. 2bathr. 
sleeps 6, large, 2 balc. 2 pools 
great beach, sunset, 3 restaur. 
castem1@aol.com 
Call usa 516-238-2232 usa 
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HTTA 
House For Sale 
Wespunt Tibushie 
2 Bedroom , 2 bath 
With and appartment 
and Pool 
Price :$360 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
House for sale 
savaneta 5 min walk to ocean 
Near by zee rover 
Fixer upper 4 BR 3 Bath 
1000m2 lease land 
Price : 210 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach Resort and 
Casino 
eagle Beach 
1 BR WK # 33 room # 308 a 
sunday check in $6 K 
2 BR WK # 33 room #124 a/B 
saturday check in $8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 30 and 31 room 
#2531 
Pool / Ocean View $7 K each 
1 BR WK # 32 Room # 2337 
Pool / ocean view $ 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suite 
Private Islands 
1 BR dLX WK # 33 
Room # 2147 
Ocean Front ground floor $ 8K 
1 BR WK # 33 Room # 2131 
Pool/ ocean view $ 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 
seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Florida util- 
ity's new 
drone can 
speed hur- 
ricane re- 
covery 


By CODY JACKSON 
Associated Press 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— Florida's primary energy 
provider is ready to launch 
a powerful new technol- 
ogy, just ahead of the busi- 
est weeks of the Atlantic 
hurricane season: a new 
fixed-wing drone designed 
fly into tropical storm force 
winds and speed the res- 
toration of electricity after 
severe weather. 
FPLAir One resembles a 
small plane and is remotely 
operated, enabling the util- 
ity to capture and deliver 
images and video of dam- 
aged electrical equipment 
in real time to its command 
center. It can fly up to 1000 
miles (1600 kilometers) at 
a time — enough to cover 
the length of Florida twice 
in the immediate wake of 
the most damaging storms. 
It's a vast improvement on 
bucket trucks and hand- 
held drones when it comes 
to learning what a storm 
did at the top of a power 
pole. 
"Rather than going out and 
try to figure out what's go- 
ing on, we're able to save 
hours and days on getting 
the lights on," Florida Power 
and Light Chairman and 
CEO Eric Silagy told The As- 
sociated Press.q 
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Strike four: Facebook misses election misinfo in Brazil ads 


An iPhone displays the Facebook app in New Orleans, Aug. 11, 2019. 
Associated Press 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
Facebook failed to de- 
tect blatant election-re- 
lated 
misinformation 
in 
ads ahead of Brazil's 2022 
election, a new report from 
Global Witness has found, 
continuing a pattern of not 
catching material that vio- 
lates its policies the group 
describes as "alarming." 
The advertisements con- 
tained 
false 
information 
about the country's up- 
coming election, such as 
promoting the wrong elec- 
tion date, incorrect voting 
methods and questioning 
the integrity of the election 
— including Brazil's elec- 
tronic voting system. 
This is the fourth time that 
the 
London-based 
non- 
profit has tested Meta's 
ability to catch blatant vio- 
lations of the rules of its most 
popular social media plat- 
form— and the fourth such 
test Facebook has flubbed. 
In the three prior instances, 
Global Witness submitted 
advertisements containing 
violent hate speech to see 
if Facebook's controls — ei- 
ther human reviewers or ar- 
tificial intelligence — would 
catch them. They did not. 
"Facebook has identified 
Brazil as one of its priority 
countries where it's invest- 
ing special resources spe- 
cifically to tackle election 
related 
disinformation," 
said Jon Lloyd, senior ad- 
visor at Global Witness. 
"So we wanted to really 
test out their systems with 
enough time for them to 
act. And with the U.S. mid- 
terms around the corner, 
Meta simply has to get this 
right — and right now." 
Brazil's national elections 
will be held on Oct. 2 amid 
high tensions and disin- 
formation threatening to 
discredit the electoral pro- 


cess. Facebook is the most 
popular social media plat- 
form in the country. In a 
statement, Meta said it has 
" prepared extensively for 
the 2022 election in Brazil." 
"We've launched tools that 
promote reliable informa- 
tion and label election-re- 
lated posts, established a 
direct channel for the Su- 
perior Electoral Court (Bra- 
zil's electoral authority) to 
send us potentially-harmful 
content for review, and 
continue closely collabo- 
rating with Brazilian authori- 
ties and researchers," the 
company said. 
In 2020 Facebook began 
requiring advertisers who 
wish to run ads about elec- 
tions or politics to complete 
an authorization process 
and include "paid for by" 
disclaimers on them, similar 
to what it does in the U.S. 
The increased safeguards 
follow the 2016 U.S. presi- 
dential 
elections, 
when 
Russia used rubles to pay 
for political ads designed 
to stoke divisions and unrest 


among Americans. 
Global Witness said it broke 
these rules when it submit- 
ted the test ads (which 
were approved for publi- 
cation but were never ac- 
tually published). The group 
placed the ads from out- 
side Brazil, from Nairobi and 
London, which should have 
raised red flags. 
It was also not required to 
put a "paid for by" disclaim- 
er on the ads and did not 
use a Brazilian payment 
method — all safeguards 
Facebook says it had put 
in place to prevent misuse 
of its platform by malicious 
actors trying to intervene in 
elections around the world. 
"What's quite clear from 
the results of this investiga- 
tion and others is that their 
content moderation ca- 
pabilities and the integrity 
systems that they deploy in 
order to mitigate some of 
the risk during election pe- 
riods, it's just not working," 
Lloyd said. 
The group is using ads as a 
test and not regular posts 


because Meta claims to 
hold advertisements to an 
"even 
stricter" 
standard 
than regular, unpaid posts, 
according to its help cen- 
ter page for paid advertise- 
ments. 
But judging from the four 
investigations, Lloyd said 
that's not actually clear. 
"We we are constantly hav- 
ing to take Facebook at 
their word. And without a 
verified independent third 
party audit, we just can't 
hold Meta or any other 
tech company account- 
able for what they say 
they're doing," he said. 
Global Witness submitted 
ten ads to Meta that obvi- 
ously violated its policies 
around 
election-related 
advertising. They included 
false 
information 
about 
when and where to vote, 
for instance and called 
into question the integrity 
of Brazil's voting machines 
— echoing disinformation 
used by malicious actors 
to destabilize democracies 
around the world. 


In another study carried 
out by the Federal Univer- 
sity of Rio de Janeiro, re- 
searchers identified more 
than two dozen ads on 
Facebook and Instagram, 
for the month of July, that 
promoted misleading in- 
formation or attacked the 
country's electronic voting 
machines. 
The university's internet and 
social media department, 
NetLab, which also partici- 
pated in the Global Witness 
study, found that many of 
those had been financed 
by candidates running for 
a seat at a federal or state 
legislature. 
This will be Brazil's first elec- 
tion since far-right Presi- 
dent Jair Bolsonaro, who is 
seeking reelection, came 
to power. Bolsonaro has 
repeatedly attacked the 
integrity of the country's 
electronic voting system. 
"Disinformation 
featured 
heavily in its 2018 election, 
and this year's election is 
already marred by reports 
of widespread disinforma- 
tion, spread from the very 
top: Bolsonaro is already 
seeding doubt about the 
legitimacy of the election 
result, leading to fears of a 
United States-inspired Jan- 
uary 6 'stop the steal' style 
coup 
attempt," 
Global 
Witness said. In its previous 
investigations, the group 
found that Facebook did 
not catch hate speech in 
Myanmar, where ads used 
a slur to refer to people of 
East Indian or Muslim origin 
and call for their deaths; 
in Ethiopia, where the ads 
used dehumanizing hate 
speech to call for the mur- 
der of people belonging 
to each of Ethiopia's three 
main ethnic groups; and 
in Kenya, where the ads 
spoke of beheadings, rape 
and bloodshed.q 


UN chief taps Grenada's Simon Stiell as new UN climate chief 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Secre- 
tary-General Antonio Guterres an- 
nounced the appointment Mon- 
day of Simon Stiell from the Carib- 
bean island nation of Grenada as 
the new U.N. climate chief, calling 
him, "a true champion" of creative 
approaches to tackling the global 
climate crisis. Stiell, who originally 
trained in the United Kingdom as 


an engineer and earned an MBA 
there, was a senior member in Gre- 
nada's government from 2013 until 
June 2022, serving as minister for 
climate resilience and the environ- 
ment for five years. 
Prior to joining the government, he 
spent 14 years in the technology 
sector, holding senior executive 
positions in industry leading com- 


panies from Silicon Valley tech- 
nology start-ups to major corpo- 
rations, including Nokia and GEC 
Plessey Telecommunications. 
In recent years Stiell has been 
among a handful of prominent 
figures from vulnerable nations de- 
manding that rich countries step 
up their efforts to combat climate 
change and help those around 


the world who are most vulnerable. 
Reacting recently to a scientific re- 
port about the effects of climate 
change already affecting more 
than 3 billion people worldwide, 
Stiell warned that inaction would 
be "catastrophic." "Nothing less 
than the most extreme measures 
to cut emissions and adapt to this 
crisis can be justified," he said.q 
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Texas Rangers' Charlie Culberson (11) gets a high five from 
manager Chris Woodward after scored on a sacrifice bunt by 
teammate Bubba Thompson during the fourth inning of a base- 
ball game against the Seattle Mariners in Arlington, Texas, Sat- 
urday, Aug. 13, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS 
ARLINGTON, 
Texas 
(AP) 
— The Texas Rangers fired 
manager Chris Woodward 
on Monday, with the team 
on pace for its sixth con- 
secutive losing season and 
fourth since he took over 
the team. 
The 
move 
came 
with 
Woodward only two games 
shy of managing his 500th 
game with the Rangers. He 
finished with a 211-287 re- 
cord. 
Woodward, who was the 
third base coach for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers be- 
fore landing his first mana- 
gerial job, was under con- 
tract through next season. 
The team held an option 
for the 2024 season. 
"We have had extensive 
discussions over the last 
several weeks and while 
the team's current perfor- 


mance is certainly a big 
part of this decision, we are 
also looking at the future," 
said Jon Daniels, the team's 
president of baseball oper- 
ations. "As the Rangers con- 
tinue to develop a winning 
culture and put the pieces 
together to compete for 
the postseason year in and 
year out, we felt a change 
in leadership was neces- 
sary at this time." 
Daniels said the 46-year-old 
Woodward was "dedicat- 
ed and passionate in his ef- 
forts to improve the on-field 
performance" of the team. 
Third base coach Tony Bea- 
sley was named the team's 
interim manager, starting 
with Monday night's game 
against the Oakland A's. 
Texas was 53-61 after fin- 
ishing a series win at home 
Sunday over the Seattle 
Mariners, but hasn't had 


a winning record at any 
point this season. That's 
even after a record offsea- 
son spending spree that 
added a half-billion dollar 
infield — All-Star shortstop 
Corey Seager to a $325 mil- 
lion, 10-year contract, and 
Gold Glove second base- 
man Marcus Semien to a 
$175, seven-year deal. 
The Rangers peaked at 24- 
24 at the end of May, but 
then lost their next three 
games and five of six. 
When the Rangers signed 
Seager, Semien and right- 
hander Jon Gray (four- 
year, $56 million contract), 
they knew they still had a 
long way to go after 102 
losses last season. But they 
expected to be showing 
more significant improve- 
ment this season. 
Beasley is in his eighth sea- 
son with the Rangers, and is 


the longest-tenured mem- 
ber of their big-league 
coaching staff. He previ- 
ously was on the major 
league staffs with Washing- 


ton (2006) and Pittsburgh 
(2008-10), and had a 590- 
472 record in eight seasons 
as a minor league manag- 
er in those organizations.q 


Rangers fire manager Chris Woodward short of his 500th game 


Harvick seizes momentum ahead of NASCAR playoffs 


Kevin Harvick celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Richmond Raceway, 
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022, in Richmond, Va. 
Associated Press 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Well hello, Happy. Wel- 
come to NASCAR's cham- 
pionship race. 
Just when it seemed time 
to write off Kevin Harvick, 
at least for this season, the 
46-year-old has figured out 
how to win again. He has 
two victories in eight days 
— after snapping a 65-race 
losing streak dating to 2020 
— and all the momentum 
headed into the playoffs. 
If you counted Harvick out, 
he's now demanding a cor- 
rection. 
"It's kind of like when they 
put those small boxes in 
the 
newspaper 
where 
they have to correct their 
story and you can't hardly 
read them. I feel like a lot 
of you should put those at 
the bottom of your story. I 
get great gratification out 
of that," Harvick said after 
winning Sunday at Rich- 
mond Raceway. 
His resurgence has saved 
his season. 
After winning a career-high 
nine races in 2020, Harvick 
disappeared. He went win- 
less last season for the first 
time since 2009 and only 
the fourth time in 22 Cup 
seasons. 
This year, he seemed slow 
to grasp NASCAR's new 
Next Gen car as a slew of 
new faces raced their way 


to victory lane. The Cup Se- 
ries so far has five first-time 
winners this season, the 
playoff grid filling fast with 
fresh new names, and Har- 
vick found himself in a vul- 
nerable spot headed into 
the final month to qualify 
for one of the 16 playoff 
berths. 
His much-needed first win 
came Aug. 7 at Michigan, 
followed by Sunday's win 
at Richmond, making Har- 
vick the only back-to-back 


race winner this season. 
"At this point, a win's a win, 
right? I think we were 0-for- 
65 and we've done noth- 
ing different and here we 
are two weeks in a row. 
That's racin', right?" Harvick 
grinned. 
The 60th Cup victory of his 
career tied Harvick with 
Kyle Busch for ninth all-time 
in NASCAR. Next up on the 
list? The late Dale Earnhardt 
in eighth at 76 career victo- 
ries. 


To have Earnhardt in reach 
brings Harvick full circle: He 
replaced Earnhardt follow- 
ing Earnhardt's fatal 2001 
crash in the Daytona 500. 
"As you start your career, 
it's easy to say, 'I want to 
win 70-some races' and 
then you start doing this 
on a week-to-week basis," 
Harvick said. "It's just a lot 
harder because everyone 
in this garage is just a killer, 
from the crew chief to the 
drivers to the guys chang- 


ing the tires. It's the best of 
the best, and it's not easy 
to keep your team and ev- 
erybody within your orga- 
nization competitive, keep 
yourself competitive." 
Now that he's proven to still 
be competitive, Harvick is a 
serious threat for a second 
Cup championship. 
And that's very good for 
NASCAR. 
Harvick is one of the few 
throwbacks remaining in 
the Cup garage. A former 
West Coast racer nick- 
named "Happy" when he 
got to NASCAR, the stress of 
replacing Earnhardt turned 
Harvick's nickname into un- 
intentional satire. 
It was fitting, though, as 
he scrapped on and off 
the track and proved over 
two decades he would not 
be pushed around. It's a 
younger man's game now 
— the average age of this 
season's first-time winners is 
27 — and the tricks Harvick 
mastered seemingly no lon- 
ger applied with the Next 
Gen car. 
But the No. 4 team at Stew- 
art-Haas Racing began to 
figure out the car long be- 
fore the wins finally came. 
A crash at Gateway in June 
dropped Harvick to 13th in 
the standings and on the 
bubble of not making the 
playoffs.q 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
With two of the best players 
in the country leading the 
way — and a champion- 
ship game loss as motiva- 
tion — Alabama is No. 1 in 
The Associated Press pre- 
season college football poll 
for the second straight sea- 
son and ninth time overall. 
Heisman 
Trophy 
winner 
Bryce Young, national de- 
fensive player of year Will 
Anderson Jr. and the Crim- 
son Tide received 54 of 63 
first-place votes and 1,566 
points in the Top 25 pre- 
sented by Regions Bank re- 
leased on Monday. 
Ohio State is No. 2 with 
six first-place votes (1,506 
points) from the media 
panel and defending na- 
tional champion Georgia 
is third with three first-place 
votes (1,455 points). Clem- 
son is No. 4. Notre Dame 
rounds out the top five, set- 
ting up a tantalizing opener 
at Ohio State on Sept. 3. 
The Tide's preseason No. 1 
ranking is the seventh in 15 
years under coach Nick Sa- 
ban. 
Since the preseason rank- 
ings started in 1950, only 
Oklahoma 
with 
10 
has 
been No. 1 in the initial poll 
more often than Alabama. 
The Crimson Tide started 
last season No. 1 and fin- 
ished ranked No. 2 after 
losing the national champi- 
onship game to the South- 
eastern Conference rival 
Bulldogs.Alabama 
coach 
Nick Saban recently called 
2021 a rebuilding season 
for his Tide dynasty, which 
has won six national titles 
over the last 13 years. He 
has a point.Young was in 
his first season as a starter 
last year, playing behind 
an inexperienced offen- 
sive line. He was unfazed, 
throwing for 4,872 yards 
and 47 touchdowns. 
Anderson was a force on 
the other side ball as Ala- 
bama broke in a back sev- 
en with mostly new starters. 
The sophomore led the na- 
tion in tackles for loss with 


33 1/2, 11 1/2 more than 
No. 2 on the list. 
Ohio State brings back a 
Heisman Trophy finalist at 
quarterback in C.J. Stroud 
while at Georgia, most of 
the key players from one of 
the best college defenses 
of the last 25 years are now 
in NFL. Still, quarterback 
Stetson Bennett and All- 
America tight end Brock 
Bowers return to a Bulldogs 
offense that could be even 
more explosive in 2022. 
Texas A&M, which finished 
last season unranked de- 
spite handing Alabama its 
only 
regular-season 
loss, 
starts this season No. 6. 
Defending Pac-12 champi- 
on Utah is seventh, the best 
preseason ranking in school 
history. Defending Big Ten 
champion Michigan is No. 
8 after making the playoff 
for the first time last season. 
No. 9 Oklahoma is the high- 
est-ranked Big 12 school, 
one spot ahead of defend- 
ing league champion Bay- 
lor. 
POLL POINTS 
Alabama has been in the 
preseason top five in each 


of last 14 seasons and in the 
preseason top three in 13 
straight. The Tide's 31st pre- 
season top-five ranking this 
year matches Ohio State 
for the most in poll history. 
Turning preseason No. 1 
into a national champi- 
onship has proved tricky 
throughout history, even for 
Alabama. 
The Crimson Tide has gone 
on to win the national 
championship after starting 
No. 1 just once under Sa- 
ban and twice overall. 
Since the AP preseason 
began in 1950, there have 
been 11 preseason No. 1 
teams that also finished the 
season top ranked. Ala- 
bama was the last to do it 
(2017). 
RARITIES AND STREAKS 
— No. 13 North Carolina 
State is ranked in the pre- 
season for the first time 
since 2003. The Wolfpack 
matched their best pre- 
season ranking. They were 
also 13th in 1975. 
— No. 17 Pitt is in the pre- 
season rankings for the first 
time since 2010. 
— No. 20 Kentucky is mak- 


ing its first preseason poll 
appearance since 1978. 
— No. 22 Wake Forest 
made the preseason rank- 
ings for the first time since 
2008. 
— Ohio State is ranked in 
the preseason for the 34th 
straight season, breaking 
a tie with Nebraska (1970- 
2002) 
and 
Penn 
State 
(1968-2000) for the longest 
such streak in poll history. 
— Texas A&M has the sec- 
ond-best preseason rank- 
ing for a team that finished 
the previous season un- 
ranked. Ohio State was No. 
3 in the 1972 preseason poll 
after being unranked at 
the end of the 1971 season 
and Notre Dame also start- 
ed No. 6 in 1983 after finish- 
ing unranked in 1982. 
How did the seasons work 
out of those teams? Ohio 
State went 9-2 and finished 
the season No. 9. The Irish 
went 7-5 and unranked 
again. 
NOTABLE LEFTOUTS 
— LSU with new coach Bri- 
an Kelly will start the season 
unranked for the first time 
2000, Saban's first of five 


seasons as coach of the Ti- 
gers. 
— Florida and Florida State 
are both unranked to start 
the season, which has not 
happened since 1974. 
NEWBIES 
Five schools ranked in the 
preseason poll have head 
coaches starting their first 
full seasons leading their 
teams: Notre Dame (Mar- 
cus Freeman), Oklahoma 
(Brent Venables), No. 11 
Oregon (Dan Lanning), No. 
14 USC (Lincoln Riley) and 
No. 16 Miami (Mario Cris- 
tobal). 
This is the second time 
in the last five seasons 
that five teams with new 
coaches were ranked in 
the preseason, according 
to research done by Spor- 
tradar. It also happened in 
2018, but before that sea- 
son that type of represen- 
tation in the preseason poll 
for teams with new coach- 
es was a rarity. 
You have to go all the 
way back to 1990 when six 
schools with coaches en- 
tering their first full season 
appeared in the preseason 
Top 25, according to Spor- 
tradar. That list includes 
some notable names: Gary 
Moeller, 
Michigan; 
Ken 
Hatfield, Clemson; Gene 
Stallings, Alabama; Jack 
Crowe, 
Arkansas; 
Paul 
Hackett, Pittsburgh; and 
John Jenkins, Houston. 
CONFERENCE CALL 
For the fourth straight sea- 
son, the Southeastern Con- 
ference has three teams in 
the top six. 
The Atlantic Coast Con- 
ference matched its best 
showing in the preseason 
poll with five teams. The 
ACC has reached that 
number four previous times. 
SEC - 6 (Nos. 1, 3, 6, 19, 20, 
21). 
ACC - 5 (Nos. 4, 13, 16, 17, 
22). 
Big Ten - 4 (Nos. 2, 8, 15, 18). 
Big 12 - 3 (Nos. 9, 10, 12). 
Pac-12 - 3 (Nos. 7, 11, 14). 
American - 2 (Nos. 23, 24). 
Independents - 2 (Nos. 5, 
25).q 
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No. 1 Alabama tops preseason AP Top 25; Ohio St, 'Dawgs next 


Alabama head coach Nick Saban leaves the field after their win against Ohio State in an NCAA 
College Football Playoff national championship game in Miami Gardens, Fla., Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
2021. 
Associated Press 


